44 VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, November, 1797.
S AT U R D A Y, December 30, 1797.

HE fenate met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except Mr. Hammond, who had
leave of abfence. The proceedings ot yefterday were read.

On motion, the queftion was put, That the fenate do reconfider the bill, entitled, An a& to au-
thorife Richard ‘Tilghman, William Hopper, Thomas Wright, of Thomas, and Thomas J. Seth, of
Queen-Anne’s county, to raife by lottery a fum of money for the purpofes therein .mentioned ¢ The
yeas and nays being required, appeared as follow: '

A FIRMATTIUV E
Mr. Ridgely, Mr. Forreft and Mr. M*Mechen. 3.
N EGATTIV E
Mr. Perry, prefident, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Grahame, Mr. Dorfey and Mr. Thomas. 6
So it was determined in the negative.
"The clerk of the houfe of delegates delivers to the clerk of the fenate the following meflage and re-

folution :
By tue HOUSE or DELEGATES, Decemser 29, 1797.
GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE,

WE have fent you another reiolution for the revifion of the laws, in the cxpectation that upon re-
confideration of the fubje® you will be induced to concur with us in opinion, and to aflent to it in the
manner in which it is now framed. ;

At a very carly period of the feflion the plan on which the refolution of this houfe was grounded was
contemplated by fome of the members, and it was not till after a full confideration of the {ubject, and
a very pencral communication on it, that the queftion was put, and carried without a difenting
voice.

The interchange of the alts of affembly with the feveral ftates, (fome of which have alrcady tran(-
mitted theirs,) fuggefted the propriety and neceffity of a compilation, more corre@ and lefs defufive
than our prefent code, and we deem it conducive to the convenience, and to the legiflative charadter of
the ftate, to tranfmit a body of laws, freed from the incumbrance of fuch as have been repealed, or
have ccafed to have operation, and accompanied with an index, which might at onc vicw convey a
knowledge of our fyltem ot jurifprudence, on the various fubje@s which it embraces.

It was alfo confidered by the members generally, a compilation, fuch as the refolution propofes, would
be extremely ufeful, and would tend greatly to remove the ambiguity and difficulty which daily occurs
to the moft diligent inquirer, and by confining every fubje@ under its proper head, might facilitate the
endeavours of fucceeding legiflatures to improve our judicial fyftem. ’

To the adls of aflembly fince the feflion of 1784 there is no general index, although the fubjes on
which they treat are of the utmoft importance, and have made the moft confiderable changes as to the
law for the regulation of property; and daily experience demonftrates the difficulty of trucing the adts,
on any particular {ubject, through the different feffions in which they bave been taken up.

To thele obfervations on the nature of the work propofed, we think proper to fugreft the inconve-
nience and difficulty which would otherwife attend the tranfmiffion of our laws to the feveral ftates.
QOur adls, as they now ftand, will extend to four large volumes; thofe fince 1784 cannot be procured
with any degree of certainty, or (if at all) without great expence, and the acts of 1785, (probably the
moft important of any,) cannot poflibly be procured without a new impredion, that would occafion an
cxpence, which, joined with that attendant on the purchale of the others, would full little fhort of that
which is now propofed. )

We beg leave further to obferve, that for the purpofe of enfuring a punétual and fpeedy completion of
the undertaking, we preferred the commiilion of it o one perfon in preference to a greater number; and
that the conditions under which it was to be performed werc fuch as to excite fdelity and induttry in
its execution,

Imprelled as we are with the expediency and neceflity of the meafure, agreeably to the plan contained
in our refolution, we have neverthelels, with a view to take from the magnitude and expence of the
undertaking, made fuch alterations in the amended refolution, now fent for your concurrence, as we
trult will, in addition to the rcafons we have given, induce you to recede from the opinion on which
your diffent was grounded, and to concur in the refolution herewith fent.

4 By order, . W. HARWOOD, clk.
By rtue HOUSE or DELEGATES, Decemser 29, 1797.

ResorLvep, That William Kilty be and he is hereby appointed to revife the a&ts of aflembly of tnis
ftate, and to prepare an edition thereof, including all public a&s now in force, in the order in which
they pafled, from the year fixteen hundred and ninety-two till the end of the prefent feflion, inclufive,

/ inferting, in the famc order, the titles of all private aQls, and of fuch public a&s as are repealed, have
expired, or have ceafed to have any operation, the time of fuch repeal, or expiring of cach law, to be
noted in the margin, as alfo the continuances of fuch aéls as were originally pafled for a limitted time;
to be accompanied with a full and complete index to the whole, compiled in the manner of Bacon's
edition of the laws of Maryland, or in that of the Pennfylvania or Virginia laws, which have been fent
to this ftate, or in fuch method compounded of thofe, or other precedents, as the faid William Kilty
fhall deem beft adapted for the purpofe; that the faid edition be completed within the enfuing year, (o\
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as to be laid before this general aflembly at their next annual mecting ; and that fuch compenfation be

allowed to the faid William Kilty as the work, and the manaer in which it may be performed, fhall ap-

pear to merit, ‘ .

- ResoLveD, That Frederick Green, printer to the ftate, be direfted to print and procure to be bound,

onc hundred and fifty copics of the faid edition of the laws, under the dire®ion of the faid William

Kilty; and that the governor and council be empowered, by order on the treafury, to advance to the
: . : printer,




